In conversation | The Ambassador of Corfian Hospitality

THE
WHITE
HOUSE
SOUL

The landlady and co-owner of The
White House welcomes us to the
most famous house of Corfu, which
hosted, inspired and enchanted

the Durrells family, skyrocketing
the fame of the island all over the

world. H oiko8€éonoiva tou The R

. . i /
White House pas unodéxetal ato /4
o enuiopévo oniu tns Képkupas, - l

nou PIAo&EVNaE, Kal EVENVEUOE
v oikoyéveia twv Durrells,
ekto&elovtas tn Ghpn tou vnolol ,"'
o€ 6o tov kéopo.

by Elena Mathiopoulou
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GELALD =
BURRELL

1. Aerial view of The White House,
2. The Corfu Trilogy, by Gerald
Durrell, 3. From the interior of the
house, 4. Scene from the shooting of
the ITV series The Durrells, 5. The
known British family when they
settled in Corfu. 1. Evagpia dnojn
1ov The White House, 2. H Tpihoyia
tn¢ Képruvpag rov T¢épalvr Nrdpel,
- g b ,_ ™ 4 - l 3. Eowtepird tov omriov, 4. Zxnvii
¢ W PSSR R E b | T ’__‘ % 1 and ta yvpiopara tng oeipdc rov ITV
F I o — The Durrells, 5. H yvwotri Bperavixti
o1Koyéveia drav eykaraotdbnke orny
Képxupa.
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What is the feeling of living to the beloved
house of the Durrells?

It is very beautiful. I was enchanted from the
moment I saw the house. Lawrence Durrell
does it justice in his novels. Living here I had the
chance to meet remarkable people related to the
Durrells, such as Richard Pine and the contribu-
tors of the ITV series. I had the honour to meet
Gerald’s wife, Lee Durrell, and many good writ-
ers who were inspired by the White House, like
Deborah Lawrenson.

For how many years now the White House op-
erates as a hotel?

In 1980 it opened its doors as a hotel, and the
same time the restaurant opened in the ground
floor. But its history starts in 1900, when it was
built. It was the only house in the area made
exclusively from stone. The owners have not
changed all the years of its existence. Before it
started operating as a hotel it was a coffee shop,
the first in all the surrounding area.

What were the requirements to keep the place
in the same state as when the British family
was leaving in?

We tried to change nothing in the space and the
layout of the building remains the same. Dam-
aged places were replaced and modern devic-

es are installed to make easier the contemporary
way of life, but the house has not lost any of its
finesse, evident through many personal objects
of the Durrells, such as the typewriter, the rock
chair and the paintings.

Which is your favourite corner in the house
and why?

Unarguably the armchair of Lawrence Durrell.
When you sit on it looking outside the blue of
the sea, it is enough to give you the tranquility
and the relaxation you seek!

‘What have you heard from clients who see the
house and have read about it in Lawrence’s
books?

The clients are reading about the house in the
books, but only when they come to visit they get
a complete idea about the place that inspired
Lawrence Durrell to stay with his wife and the
insights he took from the surroundings, the peo-
ple, the tranquility and the relaxed nature of
Kalami in order to form his character as a writer.

In your opinion, what is it that still holds alive
the aura of the Durrells not only in the White
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House, but in the whole island of Corfu?
Certainly, the 2005 BBC series My family and
other animals, and now the ITV series The Dur-
rells has played major role in recognizing the is-
land of Corfu. Nevertheless, it is not the only
thing that keeps the Durrells’ aura alive. Many
events are often hold by many institutions of the
island, in which one can see and study the life of
that British family. We in the White House are
trying to give the visitor the opportunity to live,
even for a few days, the majestic times the Dur-
rells experienced here, but also to feel the free-
dom they felt.

Beside accommodation in this famous house,
what else is included in the experience of The
White House?

The visitor has the ability to rent a boat for a
tour in the small caves and the wonderful coasts
of the area, which are not accessible by any oth-
er way. Besides, this was one of the beloved hab-
its of the family. There is also a beautiful walk-
ing tour with a guide, called The Durrell’s Trail,
addressed to all ages. It is a mapped track Gerald
Durrell followed when he was discovering the flora
and the fauna of the area. With often stops the vis-
itor can enjoy the nature in all of its splendor. But
even if someone does not stay here, there are cer-
tain dates when the house is open to the public, so
everyone can get an idea of how Lawrence Dur-
rell lived.

Do you think the house can take the inner
writer out of you?

I think that not only the White House but also
the landscape, the rocks, the simplicity and the
majesty of nature, which has played significant
role in the location of the house, are enough to
give every visitor a stimulus to discover his writ-
ing talent.

Which do you consider the best period to en-
joy the greatness of the Corfian land?

In May and September. They are the best
months, in my opinion, because there is not

so much heat, and the visitor can easily enjoy
walks, do activities and marvel the nature with
its beautiful colours.

What do you love in the island?

There are many things to love in Corfu. It is the
island of history and music. It has the sun, it
combines mountain and sea, and its architecture
is magnificent. So many architectural styles in
such a tiny island.
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“DECORATED WITH PERSONAL OBJECTS
OF THE DURRELLS, THE FAMOUS WHITE HOUSE
HAS NOT LOST ANY OF ITS FINESSE. ”
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IIog eivar va ¢eig oTo ayamnpévo
omiti tev Durrells;

Eivai oAU 6popga. Eyo payetka
ané v mpdTn otypn mou &ida to
omft. Zta dnyripatd tou o Law-
rence Durrell Sev to adikei ka@6Aou.
Mévovtag ed¢ elxa v TUxn va
ouvavtion moAy a&iéAoyoug
avBpdroug mou oxeTidovTat pe Toug
Durrells, 6iw¢ tov Richard Pine kat
TOUG OUVTEAEOTEG TNG OEIPAG TOU
ITV. Eixa tav Tipii va ouvavtion

T yuvaika tou Gerald, Lee Durrell
Kal TOAU KaAoUg ouyypa@eic mou
epnvevotkav a6 to White House,
6mwg v Deborah Lawrenson.

ITéoa xpévia to White House givar
avoixTo yia 1o Koo og Eevodoxeio;
Qg Eevodoxeio dvoie Tig TIépTeG TOU
yia o ko6 to 1980 kat v idia emoxn
ot0 106ye10 dvoiée To eotiatéplo. H
10topia Tou dpwg Eexvdet to 1900,
dtav xtiotnke. Hrav to pévo omitt
0TV TIEPLOXT] XTIOPEVO OAOKANPWTIKA
ané métpa. Aev éxer aldd&er xépla
Sokoiag 6Aa ta xpévia mou
utidpxet. [Tpv avoi&et to eoniatdépio, o
XOPOG AertoupyoUoe oav Ka@eveio, T0
TPGTO 0€ OAN TV TEPIOXN.

T amartiiOnke yia va mapapeiven
0106 0 xPog, 6TIEG 6Tav {ovce n
Bperaviki owkoyévera;
Ipoonafnoape va pnv aAAd&et
kabdéAou o xHpog kat n SrapdpPwon
Tou Ktnpiou mapépeive ida. Xe 6,1
utmpxe pBopd €yve avrikatdotaon
kat tomofetifnkav ovyxpoveg
OUOKEUEG MOTE Va KAVOUV IO
£exoUpaoTo Tov oUyXpovo TPOTIO
Cwiig, aAAd péoa amré TPoomIKA
avtkeipeva twv Durrells dtog n
ypagopnxavri, n kKouvioti moAubpéva
Kdat 01 THVAKEC TO OTIiTt Sev éxel XAoel
kafBodou amé v gvéroa tou.

ITowa givar n ayamnpévn oag yovid
Péoa oTo oTiTL KAl Y1aTi;
Avapgiopritta n moAubpdva tou
Lawrence Durrell. Otav kdfeoat

oe autii T 0éon kat kortdg €§m To
yaldgio g draooag eivai apketd
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WOTe va 0ou doel Ty npepia kat
xaAdpwon mou ¢ntdg!

Ti éxeTe aKOUGEL ATIO TOUG MEAGTES
TIOU BA£TIOUV TO CTITI KAl £XOUV
dwafdoeryr’ auto ota fiflia tou
Lawrence;

O meddteg SraBddouv yia to ottt
ota BiBAia, aAAd pévo Grav épbouv
va 1o emoke@houv éxouv pa
oloxAnpwpévn eikéva yia to pépog
TIoU evénveuoe tov Lawrence Dur-
rell va peiver pe ™ 0GCuyd tou kat
yia ta epebiopata mou mipe amé tov
6110, TOUG avBp@IIoug, T yaAdvn
kat v npepia tou Kadapov dote va
Srapoppaoet o H1K6 TOU oUYYPAPIKG
xapaxtipa.

Ti givar autd Katd Tn yvopn cag
TIOU KPATdEl akopa {ovravi tTnv
avpa tov Durrells, 6x1 pévo oto
White House aAAd ka1 o€ 6o To
vnoitng Képxupags

2tyoupa n oe1pd Tou BBC to 2005 My
family and other animals xa1 t)pa

n oepd tou ITV The Durrells rou
éxe1 maiel éva oAU peydlo poro
0TV Avayvepion Tou violou g
Képxupag. Qotéoo dev etvat pévo
autTd TIoU Kpatdel v avpa twv
Durrells Zwvtavi. [ivovtar moAAég
ekOnAdoelg Katd Kapoug aréd
S1d@opoug opeis Tou vnoloy, oTig
omoleg prropel KAmo1og va Set kat va
peletioet t {wii g Ppetavikiig
owkoyéveiag. Epeic oto The White
House ipoottaBotpe va dhooupe otov
€mokéIrm T duvatdmra va Piooet
€0t Kat y1a Aiyeg pépeg kdmoieg amé
TIG PAYEUTIKEG OTIYPEG TIOU €4noav ot
Durrells e, aAAd ka1 va vidoouv tav
eleubepia ou évimbav ot idrot.

Extég amé tn Srapovii oto
TEPIPNUO AUTO OTIiTY, Tt GAAO
neptAapfdaver n epmerpia tou White
House;

O emokémmg éxel  duvatdrta

va voikidoet pia fdpka wote

va prropei va mepinynfei otig

HIKPEG OTMALEG Kal TI HAYEUTIKEG
TAPaMieg TG TEPLOXIAG, 01 OTIOTEG

Sev eivar mpoofdoipeg pe dAdo
péoo. Auti itav dAAwote pia amé
TI¢ ayarnpéveg ouvinbeteg g
owkoyévelag. Yrdpxet emiong évag
TAVENOPPOG TIEPTIIATOG O OTIOT0G
yivetat pe Eevayd, to The Durrell’s
Trail, o omoiog ameufiuvetar oe kdbe
nAwia. Etvat jua xaptoypagnpévn
Sradpopn mou akoloubovoe o
Gerald Durrell 6tav avakdAumte
v xAwpida kat v mavida g
TEPIOXNG. Me TaKTIKEG OTAOEIS O
EMOKETTNG PIIOPET va amoAayoet
™ @uon oe 6Ao g To peyaleio.
Axdpa kat edv kdmolog Sev pévet
€06 PG, UTIAPXOUV OUYKEKPIPEVEG
NPEPOPNVIEG TIOU TO OT{TL avofyel
070 KOO Kat €tot propel o kabévag
va mdpet pia 18éa yia to g Lovoe o
Lawrence Durrell.

IIotevete 6T1TO omitt Bydder Tov
ouyypa@éa and péca oou;

Bewpd) TwG Ox1 pévo to White
House aAAd kat to tomio, n fdracoa,
ta fpdxia, n amAdta ardd kat

o peyaldeio g @uong, n omoia
éxel mai&el oAU peydo poro

otnv tonofeoia Tou omrtioy, ivat
apketi va doel oe kabe emoxémm
0 gpébopa va avakaAvyet to
OUYYPAQPIKG TOU TAAEVTO.

Iowa Bswpeite 6T1 £ivar n KaAvtepn
mePiodog yia va amoAavoeig to
peyaleio tng Kepxupaikiig yng;
Mdiog xar ZetrtépPpiog. Eivar ot
kaAUtepotl piveg Katd ™ yveun

pou d16t Sev éxel téon Céotn kat
€101 pmopel Aveta o EMOKETTNG Va
euxaplotel eptrdtoug, va kavet
Spaotnpidtnteg kat va anoAavoet
@Uon pe Ta TavéNop@a Xpwpatd tng.

Tt gival auTto TOU ayamdte oTo vnai;
"Exer moAAd ipdypata n Képxupa

ya va v ayarioeig. Eivai to vnot
NG 10topiag Kat tng POUOIKAG.

"Exet tov iAo, ouvduddet Bouvo kat
fdAacoa kat n apXITeKTOVIKA TG
eivar uiépoxn. Téoa moAAd idn
APXITEKTOVIKIG O £va Téo0 da
vnodxi.



WHITE HOUSE

VILLA

1. The White House made
Corfu known all over the world,
2. The chef of the White House’s
restaurant, Charis Nikolouzos,
3. Dishes of the chef with
Mediterranean temperament,
4. Daria Athinaios with the
team of the restaurant. 1. To
White House éxave yvoorti tny
Képxupa otov kdopo, 2. O oep
Tov eortaropiov tov The White
House, Xdpn¢ Nikodovdog, 3.
ITidra vov oep pe peooyerard
taunepayuévro, 4. H Nrdpia
ABnvaiov pe v opdda rov
goniaropiov.
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